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The Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, 1915-1916. 
Documents presented to Viscount Grey of Fallodon, Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, by Viscount Bryce. With a Preface by 
Viscount Bryce. London: T. Fisher Unwin, Ltd. Pp. 684. 
Two Shillings. 1916. 

Our children do not need to read Fox’s Book of Martyrs as we and 
our fathers did to be thrilled with the horrors and the glory of the 
early persecutions; they have only to  glance through the 684 pages of 
Viscount Bryce’s report on “The Treatment of Armenians in the Otto- 
man Empire, 1915-1916” to realize most vividly that even in this 
twentieth century Christians are suffering awful torture for their faith 
and are showing again that the martyr spirit is not yet dead. And 
Lord Bryce does not give us legend or hearsay, but facts supported by 
a mass of concurring evidence. Indeed, he shows us the original 
documents that reveal these facts. Of the character of this testimony, 
the vice-chancellor of Sheffield University, Mr. H. A. L. Fisher, says 
in an introductory letter, “I am impressed with the cumulative effect 
of the evidence. Whoever speaks, and from whatever quarter in the 
wide region covered by these reports the voice may proceed, the story 
is one and the same. There are no discrepancies or contradictions of 
importance, but, on the contrary, countless scattered pieces of mutual 
corroboration. There is no contrariety as to  the broad fact that the 
Armenian population has been uprooted from its homes, dispersed, 
and, to a large though not exactly calculable extent, exterminated in 
consequence of general orders issued from Constantinople.” 

The contents of the volume are most clearly indicated by the 
“Guide to the Reader” inserted in the opening pages which includes 
documents such as: Letter conveyed out of Turkey in the sole of a 
refugee’s shoe; News in German missionary journals suppressed by 
the German Censor; Van, a German Missionary’s letter; Sassoun, 
the last stand of the Armenian mountaineers; How the Nestorian 
Patriarch fought for his people, letter from his sister; A Turkish 
“Government Orphanage,” experience of another Danish Red Cross 
Nurse; Trebizond, wholesale drowning a t  sea; Trebizond, interview 
with the former Italian Consul-General; The butchery at  Andora, the 
same witness; The concentration camps, two Swiss ladies; Births on 
the road, the fate of the babies and the mothers; Der-el-Zor, the 
exile station in the desert, by a German traveller. 

AS for the conclusions, which Lord Bryce says in his introduction he 
leaves to the reader to make for himself, there are three that stand 
out very clearly. In the first place, i t  is clear that the responsibility 
for these ghastly deeds rests, as Mr. Fisher says, in the letter already 
mentioned, “with the Ottoman Government in Constantinople, 
whose policy was actively seconded by the members of the Committee 
of Union and Progress in the Provinces. And in view of the fact that 
the representations of the Austrian Ambassador with the Porte were 
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effectual in procuring a partial measure of exemption for the Arme- 
nian Catholics, we are led to  surmise that the unspeakable horrors 
which this volume records migh! have been mitigated, if not wholly 
checked, had active and energetic remonstrances been from the first 
moment addressed to the Ottoman government by the two powers 
who had acquired a predominant influence in Constantinople. The 
evidence on the contrary tends to suggest that these powers were, in 
a general way, favorable to  the policy of deportation.” Those famil- 
iar with Turkish character and the history of previous times of perse- 
cution of the Armenians, as well as with these recent events, speak 
more strongly regarding the responsibility of the Central Powers for 
this wholesale slaughter and deportation, for the method which the 
Turks have taken before when they wished to  lessen the number of 
Armenians has been torture and massacre, not the carefully worked 
out plan which is sure to result in slow death, far worse than massacre. 
And now the Germans are using the same method of deportation on 
Belgians and Poles, though of course not in such a cruel fashion. 

It is in the way in which the orders from Constantinople were 
carried out that the beastly cruelty of the Turk is shown. Some 
people think that Islam and hatred for Christianity is back of these 
events, but the evidence does not show that. To be sure the agelong 
enmity of the Turks for the Armenians which, though partly eco- 
nomic, has its roots in the religious difference between the two and the 
Mohammedanism of the ruling race, underlies the whole policy; and 
the utter cruelty of the way i t  was executed is a true fruit of that 
religion. Some “good” Moslem soldiers robbed, raped, starved and 
tortured hated infidels with a good conscience, while other Turks of 
the same faith were themselves hanged before their own doors because 
they tried to show pity to  their suffering neighbors. In  a recent Bulle- 
tin of the American Board, President White of Marsovan, where the 
Armenians suffered as severely as in any city, reports “that fully 80 
per cent of the Turks of Anatolia are kindly disposed and deeply regret 
the Armenian atrocities.” In  this fact there is great hope for the 
future evangelization of the Moslems of Turkey. 

The third conclusion from this evidence is the one referred to  in the 
beginning, viz., that the martyr spirit is not dead yet. Instance after 
instance i s  given where men and women and young girls when offered 
the alternative of torture, dishonor, cruel death or the acceptance of 
Islam and safety, unhesitatingly took the former. Sixty-two girls 
from the American Board’s school a t  Marsovan were started off into 
exile under the escort of “some beastly looking gendarmes,’’ the 
account tells us. “At the edge of the city the procession was halted, 
and the police asked each of the young women whether she would deny 
her faith and become a Mohammedan to save herself from that 
terrible journey. All sixty-two refused. Two miles out on the road 
the same thing was repeated. All refused again.” In  this particular 
case the American teacher was able to save forty-one of these girls when 
they reached Sivas, the other twenty-one had been carried away, but 
in most such cases there was no such salvation for those who had 
refused to deny their Lord. In  fact, according to  the reports in this 
volume, very few of those who under such pressure became Moslems 
were really considered Moslems and left in safety; they only delayed 
the evil day a little. The only light one can see in this dark picture 
is the faith that by this awful suffering the loyal remnant may be 
prepared for signal service for the Kingdom of God. 

ETHEL M. PUTNEY. 
Cairo, January 1917. 
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Modem Movements Among Moslems. By Rev. Samuel Graham 
Wilson, D.D., New York: Fleming H. Revel1 Co. Pp. 485. 1916. 

He who begins to read this book quickly has to acknowledge 
that its topic is truly taken and the discussion very timely. That 
Islam is moving, and that it does so over a great extent of the 
earth’s surface is not to be gainsaid. Whether the tide is on its ebb or 
flow and what it brings of gain or loss-questions pregnant in their 
meaning for all Christendom-Dr. Wilson helps us to decide. 

In the preface the author admits to a fascination for the study 
of the Moslem world; this with over thirty years of residence and 
travel in Mohammedan lands, has enabled him to place before his 
readers a work which is full of interest for the statesman, the his- 
torian, the sociologist, the theologian, and especially to him who 
should be something of all the preceding, the missionary. His 
short pithy sentences allow of a great deal of information being 
packed within less than three hundred pages, and for many a student 
of present day affairs, this book after reading, may well take its 
place upon the reference shelf. 

The simple naming of the subjects of some of the chapters, which 
were delivered first as a series of lectures in one of our theological 
seminaries, will show why there was a demand for their amplification 
into their present form: The Revival in Islam; Islamic Missions; 
Modernism in Islam; Political Movements among Moslems ; Political 
Reform in the Turkish Empire;-these words surely surmise the 
intellectual treat before all who read, and the spiritual stimulus to 
all who stand at  Dr. Wilson’s side. 

One might wish that Dr. Wilson had allowed himself more of the 
r61e of a prophet, but prophesy is turning into history so rapidly 
these days that undoubtedly we will soon see for ourselves the 
results in Islam of many of these movements which are so impressively 
outlined in this book. 

Bumah, Arabia. 
H. JAMES CANTINE. 

Revue du Monde Musulman: Publiee par La Mission ScientXque du 
Marco. Vol. XXX and XXXI. Paris: Ernest Leroux, Editeur. 
Pp. 435 and 483. 1915-16. 

In spite of the war the editors of this review continue to give, 
although at  irregular intervals, most important contributions which 
must not be neglected by any student of Islam. Vol. XXX contains 
the following articles: An elaborate study of Les Chiffres Siyak 
et la Comptability Persane by Kazem-Zadek. This occupies 53 pages 
of the text. Then follows a survey of the Moslem beliefs in every 
part of the world from Morocco to China and including newspapers 
published in Afghanistan, in India, in Persia and even in Con- 
stantinople and in the Isle of Mauritius. This survey occupies 
no less than 350 pages and it would be impossible even to summarise 
its contents. The present survey deals with the press especially 
during the early days of the war and the causes that led up to it. 
We have, therefore, a historical record of what Moslems considered 
the antecedents of the war. The rest of the volume consists of 
book reviews and notices of literature. 

Vol. XXXI contains a monograph prepared by Paul Marty on 
Islam in Mauritania and in Senegal. A high tribute is paid to 
Governor General W. Ponty of French West Africa. There are 
studies in regard to the Derwish orders and their various sub-divisions 
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with thirty-two photographs of natives and of mosques. The volume 
gives a complete account of Islam in this part of the world and here 
one may find material for a careful study of the impact of Islam on 
African paganism. 

S. M. Z. 

Javaansch Bijbelsch Leesboek, Prijs F. 0. 50. Pp. 467. 
Hikajat Torat Dan Indjil, Tjitakan Jang Kelima. Pp. 190. By 

Dr. B. J. Esser, Zemdeling, Poerbolinggo, Java. 
We are glad to  call attention to  these two publications which 

come to our hand from Dr. B. J. Esser, missionary a t  Poerbolinggo, 
Java. The maps and illus- 
trations are equal to the best work done in Europe, and one longs 
for the time when the mission presses of the Near East shall produce 
work as artistic and cheap for the Arabic reader. The former book 
is in Javanese and the latter in Malay. 

They are models of typographical work. 

S. M. Z. 

Pathologie et Hygiene des Indigen& Musulmans d’blgerie. 
By Dr. J. Brault. Alger. Typographie Adolphe Jourdan. 
1915. Pp. 196. 

The first part of the book is devoted to a list of the chief diseases 
found in Algeria together with a brief Ssum6 of their outstanding 
features. The statistics given are very meagre in most cases, and 
this prevents the author arriving a t  any very important conclusions. 
This part of the work is scrappy and dull. 

The second part, though only of thirty-two pages, is much more 
interesting. It deals with the conditions of life of the Moslems and 
the general problems of sanitation and hygiene as presented by a 
Mohommedan country under European rule. 

The author strongly condemns pilgrimages, both to Mecca and 
local shrines, not only on account of the opportunity they afford for 
the spread of infectious disease, but also because of the unhealthy 
conditions under which they are carried out and the excesses for 
which they are usually the occasion. Rhamadan he would approve 
of if it were not followed by Bairam. As to the conditions under which 
the people live, flies and filth abound everywhere, clothing is scanty 
and food is meager. Dwellings are small, badly built and ill venti- 
lated, and combine with the close veiled life of the women to produce a 
very favourable medium for the growth and spread of disease. Child 
marriage and sexual excess are noted as tending to lower the stamina 
of the individuals and the race. However, he considers that the main 
obstacle to be overcome is the apathetic and fatalistic attitude of the 
people in the face of disease or the possibility of infection and sunis 
up the problem in the following words : ‘’ Ce n’est qu’en relevant le 
niveau moral des indigen&, en leur donnant toujours plus de justice, 
en les prkservant de l’usure (oeuvres de mutualitk), en leur faisant 
perdre l’habitude du jeu, en les attirant vers un travail mieux retrihuk, 
qu’on parviendra i amkliorer chez e w  leurs conditions de vie.” 
The day when this will come about is, he says, still far distant, and it 
will only come to pass through the co-operation of all concerned, and 
especially of the doctors. The possibility of education or Christian 
Missions having anything to  do with hastening the coming of that 
day does not appear to  be worth considering or mentioning. 

NORMAN LEAK. 


